
AT KOLKATA, FEBRUARY 24th, 2026
The World stands at a Defining Crossroad — Fractured by Division, Ecological Collapse, Moral Drift, and Widening Inequality. The Institutions 
that once propelled Human Progress now struggle to meet the demands of our Time. A New Compass is needed — one Guided by Wisdom, 
Compassion, and Shared Purpose.

On February 24, 2026, inspired by the Spirit of the 1893 Parliament of Religions, Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur — Celebrating its 
Platinum Jubilee — in Collaboration with The Boston Pledge, marking its Silver Jubilee, will Host the Parliament of Enlightened Thoughts to 
Inaugurate Renaissance 2.0: A Global Movement to Reimagine Civilization Itself.

This Historic Convergence in Kolkata will bring together Visionary Leaders - Thinkers, Scientists, Artists, and Spiritual Voices — to Ignite a New Era of 
Enlightened Prosperity grounded in Peace, Equity, and a Higher Sense of Human Purpose. The tentative program structure is detailed in the following pages.
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Message from the Director, Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur 
As IIT Kharagpur stands at the proud threshold of its Platinum Jubilee, we are called upon not only to 
celebrate a legacy of excellence but also to take a resolute step toward shaping a future of deeper 

meaning and inclusive growth. In this moment of great transition - for our institution, our nation, 

and our world - we must ask ourselves: what kind of civilization are we becoming, and what kind of 

civilization must we now aspire to be? 
It is against this backdrop that we convene the Parliament of Enlightened Thought Toward 

Collaborative Prosperity - not merely as an event, but as a moral and intellectual movement. 

Inspired by the historic 1893 Parliament of Religions, this Parliament is our collective response to the 

urgent crises of our age: the deepening chasm of economic inequality, the degradation of our natural 

environment, the fragmentation of societies, and the erosion of spiritual connectedness. These 

challenges are not technical problems alone - they are symptoms of a profound civilizational 

misalignment 

IIT Kharagpur, born from the ideals of nation-building and human progress, is uniquely positioned 

to bring together the minds and hearts that can begin a new conversation. A conversation that does 
not shy away from complexity, but also does not lose sight of hope. In convening this Parliament in 

Kolkata - the intellectual and cultural capital of India - we aspire to create a sacred space where 

leaders from science, spirituality, economics, governance, education, and the arts may come together 

to reflect deeply, imagine boldly, and act collectively. This Parliament is structured around four 

transformative streams of inquiry, namely, Reawakening the Spiritual Vector - Toward One Humanity, 
Rethinking Economic Constructs - Beyond Capitalism and Socialism, Guiding Technological Evolution -

Science with Soul, Reimagining Education -Awakening the Whole Human Being. Through these dialogues, 

we seek to catalyze a new moral compass and strategic blueprint for the next 25 years - a 

Declaration that will inspire the Renaissance 2.0 movement: a movement rooted in regeneration, 
equity, and shared purpose. 

Let this not be a gathering for words alone, but for wisdom to blossom and for action to take root. 

May this Parliament awaken in each of us the courage to envision a future where prosperity is not 

measured by accumulation, but by harmony - with each other, with nature, and with the deeper self. 
Let this be the gift of IIT Kharagpur to the world in its Platinum Jubilee - a beacon of enlightened 

thought, a sanctuary for transformative dialogue, and a seedbed for collaborative prosperity. 

With profound hope and commitment, 

Prof. Suman Chakraborty 

Director, IIT Kharagpur 
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From the Desk of the Chairman
The Boston Pledge
0 v 

� geopolitical tensions escalate, societies fracture internally, wealth gaps keeps increasing, and the 

relationship between humanity and nature continues to deteriorate, one truth becomes 

increasingly undeniable: the mental, moral, and material equations that shaped civilization over the 

last two centuries are no longer serving us. The widening global wealth divide, accelerating 

ecological decay, and growing spiritual disconnection are not isolated issues - they are symptoms 

of a deeper civilizational malaise. We need deep reflection. It is critical and urgent for the current 

and future leaders! 

In response to this critical moment and drawing inspiration from the 1893 Parliament of Religions

in Chicago - a milestone in interfaith unity - the Parliament of Enlightened Thoughts Toward

Collaborative Prosperity proposes a historic gathering in Kolkata. This initiative will convene 
visionary leaders and thinkers from across the world - spanning science, economics, spirituality, 

education, arts, and governance - to reimagine what prosperity means in the 21st century. 

At its heart, the Parliament seeks to seed a new moral and strategic framework for global 

cooperation - a framework rooted in equity, regeneration, and shared human purpose. 

The Parliament will center around four transformative streams of inquiry, each designed to 

provoke bold thinking, build bridges, and inspire action: 

Session I: Reimagining Education -Awakening the Whole Human Being 

The current education system, often geared toward linear thinking and market readiness, must be 
reoriented to nurture the whole human being. This session will explore how education can be 
transformed to cultivate intellectual rigor alongside spiritual depth, moral imagination, emotional 
intelligence, and physical well-being. Particular emphasis will be placed on rebalancing right-brain 
creativity with left-brain logic - to unlock intuitive, integrative thinking and prepare future 
generations to lead in complexity. We will ask: what kind of education cultivates the kind of leaders 
the world now desperately needs? 
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Session II: Rethinking Economic Constructs - Beyond Capitalism and Socialism 

This session will critically assess the evolution and limitations of the current economic systems - 
both capitalist and socialist - and ask: what comes next? As the wealth gap widens, and market 
logics often fail to deliver human well-being, we must imagine a new "ism" - one that harmonizes 
enterprise with equity, growth with purpose, and freedom with fraternity. Speakers will explore 
emergmg models of regenerative economics, ethical finance, and community-centered 
entrepreneurship. Participants will be invited to challenge the zero-sum thinking that has 
dominated global economics and instead co-create a new calculus for prosperity - one that places 
dignity and interdependence at its core. 

Session III: Guiding Technological Evolution - Science with Soul 

As humanity gams unprecedented powers through GenAI, gene editing, quantum computing, 
metamaterials, and space exploration, the question is no longer can we, but should we - and how 
should we? This session will convene scientists, technologists, ethicists, and policymakers to explore 
how the frontiers of innovation can be guided by shared moral and ecological purpose. We will 
explore how science and technology can be stewarded not just for profit or power, but for planetary 
well-being and social cohesion. The aim is to shift the narrative from disruption to stewardship - 
from innovation as dominance to innovation as dharma. 

Session IV: Reawakening the Spiritual 'Vector - Toward One Humanity

In an age where external connectivity has surpassed inner connectedness, we must ask: how do we align 
conscience with consciousness? This session will explore how humanity can evolve toward a more 
integrated identity - One Humanity- guided by deeper awareness, ethical clarity, and spiritual 
anchoring. We will examine how governance systems, from local to global, can be reimagined to elevate 
morality, empathy, and dharma in decision-making. This is not about religious revivalism, but about 
activating a universal spiritual grammar that can shape economic and political leadership with 
compassion and courage. We hope this dialogue will inspire a new generation of leaders - spiritual, 
civic, and corporate - who serve not from personal ambition, but from inner wisdom and sacred 
responsibility toward higher level social ambition. 

A Call for Collaboration and Legacy Building 

Through catalytic dialogues, transformative performances, and cross-sector panels, the Parliament 
aims to ignite coalitions that transcend geographies, ideologies, and disciplines. 
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We believe the time has come - not for minor reforms - but for civilizational reimagination. 

We invite visionary sponsors, institutions, and partners to stand with us - not merely as event 

supporters, but as co-architects of a generational legacy. A legacy grounded m courage, 

creativity, compassion - and the conviction that the future 1s not something to inherit, but 

something we must dare to design. 

As a culmination of this gathering, the Parliament will offer its Declaration for the Next 25 Years 

- a blueprint to guide the Renaissance 2.0 movement: a movement to reawaken the soul of

civilization, and to chart a future that is truly peaceful, prosperous, and purpose-driven. 

Respectfully, 
Partha Ghosh 
Chairman, The Boston Pledge 1

1 Since its inception in 2001, The Boston Pledge has championed voluntary service - nurturing 
grassroots innovation, rural transformation, and youth empowerment. It is a non-profit 50l(C) 3 
organization that brings together outstanding professionals committed to public service to address 
issues at the base of the pyramid. It is our firm conviction and overarching belief that by (i) 
transcending the constraints of self-interest and limits of national borders, (ii) providing outstanding 
leadership in channeling intellectual know -how and financial resources to individuals, groups, 
or government bodies working for the betterment of society and(iii) focusing on "uncovering 
the inner power" within people at the grassroots. Our goal is to create a virtuous, equitable, and 
sustainable society for all humanity. 

|   6   |



|   7   |



Why Kolkata? 

Cradle to Transformational Movements 

The Calcutta Arc: From Crisis� Creativity� Compassion 
Calcutta now Kolkata, is not merely a City. It is a Living Symbol of Humanity's Capacity to Transform 
Pain into Purpose and Adversity into Awakening. Marked by Colonial Struggle, Famine, and Political 
Unrest, it became a Birthplace of World-Changing Ideas and Movements rooted in Truth, 
Transcendence, Creativity, and Service. 

Global Firsts with Eternal Resonance 

1. Cultural Awakening - Rabindranath Tagore
First Non-European Nobel Laureate (1913), born in Jorasanko, Calcutta. His Poetry, Music, and Vision
Redefined India's Cultural Selfhood and Inspired a Global Movement of Aesthetic Humanism.

2. Scientific Revolution - Satyendra Nath Bose
Quantum Physics Pioneer, Co-architect of Bose-Einstein Statistics. His work from Calcutta's Academic
Institutions Rewrote the Fabric of Physical Reality, gave Birth to the "God Particle" known as the Boson.

3. Spiritual Renaissance - Swami Vivekananda & Swami Prabhu Pada
Swami Vivekananda, born in Kolkata, introduced Vedanta to the West at the 1893 Chicago Parliament.
Swami Prabhu Pada, also Calcutta-born, founded ISKCON-carrying India's Spiritual Heritage to 
Millions Worldwide.

4. Compassion in Action - Mother Teresa
Founded the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta (1950). Her work made the City a Global Epicenter of
Mercy and Selfless Service.

Why Calcutta Matters Now? 

In an Age marked by Ecological Collapse, Moral Drift, and Social Despair, the World needs more 
than Innovation-it needs Inspiration. Calcutta Offers: 

• A Tested Arc: from Suffering to Vision to Action, to Cultural & Intellectual Ferment.
• A Convergence of Genius and Grace-where Science meets Soul and Thought meets Empathy.
• A Timeless Reminder: that Civilization is not built on Power alone, but on Poetry, Prayer, and

the Practice of Compassion.

Kolkata is not just a Place-it is a Proof. 
That even amid Crisis, Humanity can Dream, Dare, not afraid to Explore New Frontiers & Transform.
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PARLIAMENT OF ENLIGHTENED THOUGHTS 
PROGRAM STRUCTURE 

(j 

INAUGURATION SESSION 2.30 PM TO 4:00 PM 

Re ception/Registration: Gathering Minds, Igniting Purpose 
Inauguration w  ith Vedic Song: Invoking Timeless Wisdom to Begin a New Era
We lcom e Message: V  ision, Structure, and Shared Intent 
Messages from National Leaders: Voices of Guidance, Unity, and a National Purpose 
IIT Kharagpur Platinum Jubilee Message : Celebrating 75 Years of Innovation and Impact 
The Boston Pledge 25th Anniversary: A Promise Renewed - Service, Innovation, and Global Equity 

ART & CRAFT EXHIBITION WITH LIGHT FOOD & BEVERAGE- 4.00 TO 5.30 PM 

PLENARY SESSION 5:30 PM TO 9:00 PM

Session I: RReeiimmaaggiinniinngg  EEdduuccaattiioonn  --  AAwwaakkeenniinngg  tthhee  WWhhoollee  Huummaann  Beeiinngg:: Participants will re­envision 
education systems that nurture not only cognitive and technical skills but also moral imagination, 
emotional intelligence, and physical well-being. Emphasis will be placed on integrating right-brain 
creativity with left-brain logic to develop future-ready, conscious leaders. 

Session II: Rethinking Economic Constructs - Beyond Capitalism and Socialism: We will critically 
assess the performance of current economic systems and explore emerging alternatives that balance 
enterprise with equity. This session seeks to lay the groundwork for new economic paradigms that 
prioritize well-being, shared value, and regenerative development. 

Case studies: On bottom up Enterprising in enabling the Concept of Cellularism 
Session III: Guiding Technological Evolution - Scie nce with Soul: This stream will examine how rapid 
advances in AI, gene editing, quantum computing, and space exploration can be aligned with ethical 
imperatives and long-term planetary stewardship. It aims to shift the narrative from technological 
disruption to technological dharma. 

Session IV: RReeaawwaakkeenniinngg  tthhee  Sppiirriittuuaall  VVeeccttoorr  --  TToowwaarrdd  Onnee  Huummaanniittyy:: This session will explore how 
humanity can evolve toward a spiritually connected global identity, fostering systems of governance 
rooted in ethics, conscience, and dharmic clarity. Leaders will discuss how a deeper spiritual foundation 
can inspire decision-making at all levels to become more compassionate, inclusive, and human-
centered. 

The Closing Session will offer an integrated view of the next 25 years and invite everyone to participate 
in the Renaissance 2.0 movement. 
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At moments of deep global transition — marked by extraordinary technological progress alongside widening 
social, ethical, and ecological questions — institutions like IIT Kharagpur have a unique responsibility to 
convene not just expertise, but wisdom. On February 24, 2026, IIT Kharagpur will host the Parliament of 
Enlightened Thoughts in Kolkata, in collaboration with The Boston Pledge (Silver Jubilee), to inaugurate 
Renaissance 2.0 — a global movement to reimagine civilization itself. Inspired by the historic Parliament 
of Religions at Chicago in 1893, this convergence will bring together leaders from science, technology, 
economics, education, spirituality, governance, and the arts to engage in four transformative dialogues:

1.30 - 2.30 PM : Registration for the Participants

2.30 PM : Arrival of All Dignitaries, Delegates, and Invited Speakers

2.30 - 4.00 PM : Inauguration Session 

4.00 - 5.30 PM : Inauguration of Art & Craft Exhibition with Hi-Tea 

5.30 - 9.00 PM : Plenary Sessions 1, 2, 3, and 4

9.00 - 10.00 PM : Dinner 

Venue: 

IIT Kharagpur Research Park, New Town, 
Kolkata- 700 160

Date: 

February 24, 2026 (Tuesday)

Plenary Session 4: 

Reawakening the Spiritual Vector — 
Toward One Humanity

Plenary Session 3: 

Guiding Technological Evolution — 
Science with Soul

Plenary Session 2:

Rethinking Economic Constructs — 
Beyond Capitalism and Socialism

Plenary Session 1: 

Reimagining Education — 
Awakening the Whole Human Being
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Inauguration Session
Esteemed Speakers List

Prof. Subrata Chattopadhyay
Chair, Renaissance 2.0, Professor 
Emeritus, IIT Kharagpur,
Organizing Chair
Topic: Welcome Message

Dr. Partha S. Ghosh
Chairman, The Boston Pledge, USA
Topic: Thoughts Behind the Vision 
& Purpose of the Parliament

Prof. Suman Chakraborty
Director, IIT Kharagpur
Topic: IIT Kharagpur
Platinum Jubilee Message

Prof. Madhusudan Chakraborty
Former Director, IIT Bhubaneswar
Topic: The Boston Pledge,
USA 25th Anniversary:
A Promise Renewed

Mr. Harshvardhan Neotia
Chairman, Ambuja Neotia Group
Topic: Messages from Lead 
Industrialist

Asoke Deysarkar
President IITKGP US Alumni 
Foundation, USA, and Distinguished 
Alumnus, IIT KHARAGPUR

Mr. T V Narendran
Chairman, BoG, IIT Kharagpur
Topic: Declaration of
Renaissance 2.0 Open

Dr. Sukanta Majumdar
Union Minister of State for Education
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Welcome Back

Prof. Siddhartha Mukhopadhyay
Chair, Platinum Jubilee Celebration, 
IIT Kharagpur

Rajah Venkatraman
President, IIT Kharagpur Alumni 
Foundation of India (IITKGPAFI)
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Plenary Session I:
Reimagining Education — 

Awakening the Whole Human Being
Anchored by

Speakers

Prof. Suman Chakraborty
Director, IIT Kharagpur

Kaori Yamashita
45th Associate, Matsushita 
Institute of Government and 
Management, Japan

Dr. Dhriti Banerjee
Director, Zoological Survey of India,
Kolkata - Ministry of FECC., GoI

Father Dr. Felix Raj
Vice Chancellor, St. Xavier’s 
University / Former Principal
St. Xavier’s College

Prof. Souvik Bhattacharya
Principal Advisor, Heritage Group 
and Former VC, BITS Group and JU

Prof. Bishwapriya Sanyal 
(Online)
Ford International Professor,
MIT, USA

Prof. Govindan Rangarajan
Director, IISc Bangalore
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Plenary Session II:
Rethinking  Economic Constructs — 

Beyond Capitalism and Socialism
Anchored by

Speakers

Mr. R. Gopalakrishnan
Former Executive Director 
of Tata Sons Ltd.

Dr. Partha S. Ghosh
Chairman,
The Boston Pledge, USA

Dr. Nandita Chatterjee, IAS, (R)
Former Secretary MoHUPA, GoI

Dr. Bivas Chaudhuri
Advisor (Statistics) in the United 
Nations Industrial Development 
Organization, Vienna

Prof. Mahalaya Chatterjee
UGC Fellow and Former Head, 
Professor of Economics, 
Calcutta University

Prof. Diane Davis (Online)
Professor, Harvard Graduate 
School of Design

Prof. Kaushik Basu (Online)
Professor, Cornell University

Rajat Gupta
Indian-American Business Executive,
Former CEO, McKinsey & Co.



Plenary Session III:
Guiding Technological Evolution — 

Science with Soul
Anchored by

Speakers

Prof. Partha Pratim Chakrabarti
Former Director of IIT Kharagpur

Dr. Mark Spencer (Online)
President, Water Analytics

Padma Shri Prof. Ajoy Ray
Former Director,
IIEST Shibpur and Director, JSI

Prof. Indranil Manna
VC, BIT Mesra and 
Former Director, IIT Kanpur

Swami Atmapriyanandaji
Secretary, RKMVERI Centre,
Pro-Chancellor,
RKM Belur University

Prof. Wolfgang Ketterle (Online)
Nobel Laureate in Physics from 
MIT, USA

Prof. Steve Gullans
CEO, Thynk and Thought Leader 
in Brain Computer Interface, AI

Prof. Matthew B. Schabath
(Online)
Senior Member & Cancer 
Epidemiology 
Leader, Moffitt Cancer Center

Dr. Tony Fadell
American Engineer, Designer, 
Entrepreneur, and Investor
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Plenary Session IV:
Reawakening the Spiritual 

Vector - Toward One Humanity
Anchored by

Speakers

Prof. Joy Sen
Co-Chair, Renaissance 2.0

Pandit Ajoy Chakraborty
Classical Vocalist
Padma Bhushan Awardee

Swami Mahaprajnananda
Principal Maharaj, Ramakrishna 
Mission Vidyamandira

Rev. Daiko Matsuyama
Overseas Studies - Kyoto,
Bing Overseas Studies

Dr. Rev. Fr. Franklin Menezes
Pro-Vicar of the Cathedral 
under the Archdiocese of Kolkata

Sri M
Spiritual Teacher,
Social Reformer, Educationist

Sankarlal Bhattacharjee
Creative Writer,
Philosopher, and Journalist
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Speakers

The Path Ahead

Dr. Partha S. Ghosh
Chairman, The Boston Pledge, USA

Prof. Joy Sen
Co-Chair, Renaissance 2.0
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Meeting ID: 812 1395 6953
Passcode: 686009

Core Committee

Zoom Meeting
Scan the QR Code to Join
bit.ly/4qAdRgN

Website Link 
Scan the QR Code or Visit:
https://renaissance.iitkgp.ac.in

Registration 
Scan the QR Code

Dr. Partha S. Ghosh
Chief Mentor & Advisor

Prof. Suman Chakraborty
Director, IIT Kharagpur | Patron

Prof. Subrata Chattopadhyay
Organizing Chair

Prof. Joy Sen
Organizing Co-Chair

Dr. Prajit Nandi
Chief Executive Officer

- Werner Heisenberg

KEY TO RENAISSANCE 2.0

It is quite true that in the history of human thinking, the 
most fruitful developments frequently take place at those 
points where two different lines of thought meet.
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Key Sponsors

P.O. Box 27183, Omaha, NE 68127

(402) 403-4982  |   info@iitkgpfoundation.org

renaissance.iitkgp.ac.in

Mr. Ram Gupta 
Alumnus 1970, IIT Delhi

Ms. Chung Shil Adams Mrs. Nandita &  
Dr. Bhaven Chakravarty

Mr. Rami MukhijaDr. Mark Spencer

IITKGP Foundation (USA) 


